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TORONTO — Conductor David Fallis leads soprano Carla Huhtanen and members
of Tafelmusik in a recording session for Opera Atelier’s production of Handel’s
The Resurrection. The production was cancelled last year due to the pandemic.
This year, the production will be livestreamed for an at-home, live audience May
27. Story page 4. (Photo by Bruce Zinger)

VATICAN CITY — Canadian Cardinal Marc Ouellet, prefect
of the Congregation for Bishops, leaves the opening session
of the Synod of Bishops on young people, the faith and
vocational discernment at the Vatican in this October 3, 2018,
file photo. Cardinal Ouellet announced plans for a major
international conference at the Vatican in 2022 on the theology
of the priesthood. Story page 7. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)SAINT JOHN — The St. Vincent de Paul Society in Saint

John has been assisting the poor since 1918 when the society
was founded by the Sisters of Charity of
Immaculate Conception. The pandemic
has affected their day-to-day operations,
and their work to support the poor in
Saint John. Story page 3. (Natasha
Mazerolle photo)

SAINT JOHN — The Diocese of Saint
John will be offering a special Alpha
geared particularly towards catechists
and lay-leaders beginning on April 20.
Story page 3. (DSJ image)
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New FreemanThe
Majority of Catholics say missing Communion
is one of the biggest challenges of the COVID pandemic
By BRIAN DRYDEN
Canadian Catholic News

OTTAWA — Most Catholics and religious Ca-
nadians are trying to maintain a connection to
their faith during the ongoing COVID pandemic.

But they are struggling to maintain the sense
of spiritual connection that comes from be-
ing able to gather with other members of their
faith at religious services and events, says a
new survey of more than 1,000 Canadians
conducted just before Easter.

Religious Canadians have seen their places
of worship shuttered at times and attendance
severely restricted when places of worship
have been allowed to open in the past year
since the global healthy emergency changed
everyday life across the globe. And that has
led to a significant number of Canadians to
feel that the restrictions placed on religious
communities during the pandemic have been
unfair since many commercial operations have
been allowed to continue with limited restric-
tions but most churches, synagogues and
mosques have been forced to close.

“The evidence shows wide-spread com-
pliance with public health orders among reli-
gious communities, despite a significant feel-
ing the orders have been unfair when com-
pared to other places where folks gather,” said
Cardus religious think tank executive director
Ray Pennings.

Mr. Penning made the comment after an
Angus Reid Institute survey, which was under-
take in conjunction with Cardus, was released
on April 1 that said 55 per cent of “respondents
who identify as Roman Catholic” miss being able
to take part in Communion in person.

“Communal worship is a core part of many
believers’ identity and lockdowns are person-
ally costly for them,” said Mr. Pennings.

The Angus Reid survey asked 1,059 Cana-
dian adults who had attended religious serv-
ices at least once a month before the COVID
pandemic how they have been meeting their
religious and faith needs since public health
mandated measures have limited public faith
gatherings.

According to an Angus Reid press release,
religious Canadians have been engaged in
“more personal prayer (32 per cent)” but they
feel less connected to their religious commu-
nity (50 per cent).

“Many long for a return to in-person wor-
ship (49 per cent), but among those who’ve
had an opportunity to do so under pandemic
restrictions, a plurality (42 per cent) describe

the experience as less satisfying. The pan-
demic has also had equal parts positive and
negative impacts on their own spirituality,”
the Angus Reid release said.

“As with almost every aspect of pandemic
life, online services have been a lifeline for
those craving contact with their churches,
temples, and synagogues. The vast majority (77
per cent) of Canadians who regularly attended
religious services pre-pandemic say they’ve
streamed or ‘attended’ a religious service online,
most of them on a regular basis, and most prais-
ing it in absence of no other alternative,” said the
Angus Reid Institute press release.

“Indeed, more than three times as many
say they would maintain the availability of
online services rather than discontinue them
post pandemic (56 per cent versus 17 per
cent respectively).”

“Asked how the gathering restrictions on
places of worship in their province compare
with those imposed on other public venues,
two-in-five (39 per cent) of Canadians who
normally attend religious services say they have
been unfairly harsh,” according to the Angus
Reid survey.

While Cardus’ Mr. Pennings said the results
of the survey show that Canadians are going
online to stay connected to their faith, as many
as eight out of every 10 religious Canadians sur-
veyed said they miss the ability to gather with
other members of their faith community.

“Every Canadian has faced challenges in
dealing with the pandemic and restrictive
health orders,” Mr. Pennings said, pointing
out that donations to charity are down across
the board as well and that many people who
go online to stay connected to their faith com-
munity are alone when they are online and
miss the feeling of community that comes
from in-person worship with other people.

“For many, the economic and social toll has
been devastating,” Mr. Penning said. “These
findings add a previously unexplored facet to
the overall story about how COVID-19 has
affected our society.”§

Ray Pennings (Cardus photo)
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Diocese offers Alpha for catechists, priests and lay-leaders
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

“I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this
very moment, to a renewed personal encoun-
ter with Jesus Christ, or at least an openness
to letting him encounter them; I ask all of
you to do this unfailingly each day,” Pope
Francis, Evangelii Gaudium.

SAINT JOHN — It has been a year like no
other for catechists and parish leaders, who
have had to navigate the upheaval of a year in
which the pandemic forced a never-ending
series of pivots and adjustments to ever-
changing protocols.

Now a year into the pandemic some par-
ishes have been able to resume modified
catechetical programs, while other continue
to determine the best way to reach congrega-
tions that have been scattered. Parish leaders
are often unseen in these efforts, and as a
new catechetical year approaches, Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of
Saint John wanted to offer a moment of spir-
itual growth, connection, and nourishment for
these leaders. They have shouldered so much
over the course of the past year and continue
to give of themselves to evangelize in such
uncertain times.

The Diocese of Saint John will be offering
a special Alpha geared particularly towards
catechists and lay-leaders beginning on April
20. “We are preparing for our virtual Alpha
for Catechists, which we are offering spe-
cifically for you who are on the frontlines of
evangelization and faith formation in our dio-
cese, especially those of you who are prepar-
ing candidates for the sacraments,” the bishop
said in a letter to Catechists last month. “We
would like to open it up to parish priests and
lay leaders in parishes, especially those who
have yet to experience Alpha.”

Along with his personal invitation to
catechists, priests and lay-leaders, Bishop
Riesbeck will also be personally accompa-
nying them on this journey. “I will be join-
ing you every week with my guitar to offer
a bit of worship and journey with you
throughout this Alpha,” he said. “This will
be unique opportunity for me to get to know
you better, and for you to get to know me.
I am so grateful for all your dedicated serv-
ice and want to commit to supporting you
as we conclude this catechetical year and
gear up for a new year that will also in-
clude a newly revamped Confirmation for-
mation process.”

Speaking to lay-leaders Bishop Riesbeck
said, “If your parish has yet to put on an Al-
pha, this might be a unique opportunity to
experience it for the first time, maybe even
as way to motivate you to do your own in the
parish later on.”

 While Alpha is geared towards those who
have never encountered Christ before, offer-
ing one targeted to faith leaders offers new
possibilities for team building among diocesan
leadership. “We will have the opportunity to
go a bit deeper right from the beginning with
prayer and conversation about our faith jour-
neys, something that is typically much slower
in a regular Alpha because people are coming
in at various levels of faith development,”
Bishop Riesbeck said.

Bishop Riesbeck is eager to make connec-
tions with catechists and parish leaders. “I

look forward to building relationships with
you during this time and am thankful for the
opportunity to share in this moment with you,”
he said. “Be assured of my prayers for all of
you and the young people who are entrusted
to your care in your catechist and faith for-
mation classes. I ask you to pray for me as
well, as together we collaborate in helping build
the kingdom of God in the Diocese of Saint
John.”

Alpha for catechists and parish leaders be-
gins on Tuesday April 20, 2021 at 7:00 pm –
please register via https://forms.office.com/
r/jRBc6MfJWx or contact sjreled@
dioceseofsaintjohn.org.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

St. Vincent de Paul Society continues
its mission of service to the poor
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN   — Set back among a row
of buildings on Waterloo Street in the uptown
Saint John, the St. Vincent de Paul society
has been serving the needs of the poor in the
city for more than a century.

Dee Dee Daigle, coordinator of the St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society, shared how the pan-
demic has affected their day-to-day opera-
tions, and their work to support the poor in
Saint John. “We’re not a registered charity
on our own, we’re an outreach program of
the Cathedral [Immaculate Conception Par-
ish],” Ms. Daigle said.

The St. Vincent de Paul Society has 22 regu-
lar volunteers from all around the city and is
open four days a week — Monday to Wednes-
day from 9:30-11:45 am and 1-3 pm for emer-
gency food supplies only, and Thursday the
same hours for clothing and household items.
Ms. Daigle shared that prior to the lockdown
in March, they were giving out food to over
200 people a month. However since the pan-
demic, that number has decreased.

So too, however, have the donations they
receive. Not being a registered charity means
that the St. Vincent de Paul Society relies pri-
marily on donations they receive from the
Immaculate Conception Parish. “Our food is
all by donations or we have to go and buy
groceries from donations that we’ve gotten
from the church,” Ms. Daigle said. “There is
a box at church for food donations, but as

you can imagine since Covid we’ve been get-
ting next to nothing. We end up buying a lot
of items.”

Despite the pandemic the need remains
great. “Most of our people are single, and
most live in south end, but we look after the
whole city and even beyond,” Ms. Daigle said.
“We have people that come in from Grandbay-
Westfield, and people that come in from
Hampton, from all over the place.”  Ms. Daigle
shared that even before the pandemic there
were not enough donations coming in to cover
everything that was needed.

St. Vincent de Paul Society in Saint John
was first established as a ministry of the Sis-
ters of Charity of the Immaculate Concep-
tion. “This particular St. Vincent de Paul So-
ciety was founded in 1918 after World War I
by the Sisters of Charity,” she said. “They
ran it out of the basement of the Cathedral.
Then when the owner of this building died, it
was left to the St. Vincent de Paul Society.”

With the presence of so many widows and
orphans following the war and no govern-
ment assistance, the sisters stepped in to sup-
port families in their need. “They had break-
fast program for the kids, and they ran a lunch
program, and an after school tutoring pro-
gram,” Ms. Daigle said. “Basically, it was to
look after the kids until the mothers could get
off work.”

The ties with the Sisters of Charity remain
strong, as Ms. Daigle said, “the last nun that
was working in all of this just died before

(continued on page 5)
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Easter people  — community
of hope and new life

We are Easter People. The great sign of our faith is that Jesus is Risen.
Every time we gather for Eucharist we share at the table of the Lord, the
Risen Lord. The most appropriate symbol for this table is the Risen Lord,
for we are an Easter People, not a Good Friday community.

Throughout the season we hear and reflect on a whole series of the
stories relating the core of our faith. Easter brings us through the entire
history of human salvation. We journey through the accounts of creation,
liberation, restoration and resurrection. These are stories of many new
beginnings, many experiences of new life. In this journey we leave behind
the cross with its suffering and death and we move to the promised
liberation and healing of God’s dream for all humanity. The Risen Jesus is
the symbol and sign of God’s promise given through Jesus to all – the
promise of resurrection, fullness of life.

The season is replete with images and stories of the Risen Jesus appear-
ing to the disciples in various settings. It is full of accounts of the impact of
this Risen Jesus on his followers. They marked by both excitement and
hope. For them it is a time of renewal and promise. The Gospel of the
Sunday following the Easter feast (John 20:19-31) offers us a picture of
the liberation and healing that comes with the ongoing gift of the Spirit and
the presence of the Risen One.
One of the striking elements of the story in John’s Gospel is something
that appears as well in other Gospel stories of appearances.  It is the
greeting that Jesus offers as he comes among the disciples: Peace be with
you. Peace can mean many things — absence of war and conflict, quiet
and silence, unity and good relations.  In the Gospel stories of the appear-
ances of the Risen Jesus, peace is an indication of the healing and liberation
that comes with the gift of the Spirit.

It is no small thing that John describes the disciples as locked in a room

and cowering in fear. For them there was
a great threat that what happened to Je-
sus would happen to them.  They were
mourning, confused and terrified.  Their
hearts were still at Good Friday. With the vision of the Risen Jesus, they
sensed the presence of the Jesus they had lost. His presence and the Spirit
stirred them to a new vision.

With the gift of the Spirit, they became Easter People. Gradually they
came to realize that the message and the mission that Jesus proclaimed
was now theirs. The peace that came upon them with the presence of
Jesus risen, was theirs to take to the world. Filled with that Spirit they
were to liberate, to heal, to reconcile the world into which they went.

We are Easter People, bearers and proclaimers of Good News. It is the
Good News that the world is God’s created gift and that God will never
cease in loving us. From this love comes life, even in the face of death,
new life. This is a message and a mission of hope for all.  Filled with the
Spirit, we are the presence of Jesus to all humanity and all creation. Jesus
risen, continues in our world, through all who take up his message and
mission of healing, forgiveness and liberation for all. Peace be with you.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John and St.
Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings with the in-
tent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He can be reached at:
jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

TORONTO — Resurrecting The Resurrection has not been easy. Over
80 singers, dancers, musicians, set designers and more have been through
quarantine, donned masks, practised at a distance to remount an Opera
Atelier production that was stopped dead in its tracks just before Easter
2020.

“I was mid-rehearsal, I was in rehearsal when I was called by stage
management to the phone,” co-artistic director Marshall Pynkoski told
The Catholic Register as the 2021 version of Handel’s oratorio-turned-
opera was again in rehearsal. “The executive committee of my board
saying, ‘Stop rehearsal instantly. Send everyone home at once. Leave the
Elgin (Theatre) and we’ll talk about how you get your belongings after.
Everyone leave.’ We didn’t even see it coming. It was so shocking.”

The shutdown happened the day after The Catholic Register published
a cover story about the Opera Atelier’s The Resurrection as the whole
world began dealing with the pandemic that is still upon us.

After tickets were refunded the Toronto company made two attempts
to present the opera. Each time it had to be called off as infections soared
and restrictions clamped down. But thanks to technology and a young
filmmaker, Opera Atelier finally has an opportunity to put its vision of
Handel’s first big composition and the central moment of Christian faith
before an audience.

“The COVID situation has been a serious situation. I understand that,”
Mr. Pynkoski said. “But it has also been a catalyst for creativity. We would

Pandemic halts theatric run, so Opera Atelier turns production into film
never have created this if it weren’t for the situation we find ourselves in
now.”

The production will be livestreamed for an at-home, live audience May
27 with tickets going for $25 (see opera atelier.com). Mr. Pynkoski had
been hoping for an Easter Sunday debut, but the difficulties of bringing
artists together to perform in the circumstances of a pandemic made that
timeline impossible.

The new production has spawned a making-of film, outlining how the
artists have been brought out of the cold storage of COVID to create
together once again. Mr. Pynkoski is convinced that when people see
what dancers and musicians went through to be able to perform, they will
simply have to see the production itself.

“I’m really proud of the fact that this is happening,” he said.
Even if they couldn’t present Handel’s story of Good Friday through

Easter Sunday on Easter Sunday, Mr. Pynkoski is certain this opera is the
perfect way to look forward to the end of the pandemic.

“It is the perfect piece. I think it is the perfect message at this time —
when there is so much fear and so much negativity,” he said. “We want a
message of positivity. We feel positive. We have created something that is
beautiful and positive.”

The message is universal.
“For me, I happen to be a Christian, so this has particular resonance for

me and for (co-artistic director) Jeanette (Lajeunesse Zingg),” said Mr.
Pynkoski. “But these stories (of resurrection) contain truths that will speak
to anyone who has a mind open enough to listen. If they’re not seduced
by the story, they will be seduced by the music.”§
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Taking tension out of the community
Whatever energy we don’t transform, we will transmit. That’s a

phrase I first heard from Richard Rohr and it names a central chal-
lenge for all mature adults. Here’s its Christian expression.

Central to our understanding of how we are saved by Jesus is a
truth expressed by the phrase: Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes
away the sins of the world. How are we saved through Jesus’ suffer-
ing? Obviously, that’s a metaphor. Jesus is not a sheep, so we need to
tease out the reality beneath the metaphor. What prompted the first
generation of Christians to use the image of a suffering sheep to
explain what Jesus did for us, and how does Jesus’ suffering take
away our sins? Was there a debt for sin which only God’s own suf-
fering could cancel? Was the forgiveness of our sins some kind of
private, divine transaction between God and Jesus?

These questions have no easy answer, but this much must be said:
while some of this is mystery, none of it is magic. Admittedly, there’s
mystery here, something that lies beyond what we can adequately
explain by rational thought, but there’s no magic here. The deep truths
that lie somewhat beyond our rational capacities do not negate our
rationality; they only supersede it, analogous to the way that Ein-
stein’s theory of relativity dwarfs grade school mathematics.

Thus, allowing for some mystery, what can we tease out of the
metaphor that presents Christ as the Lamb of God who takes away
the sins of the world?  Moreover, what’s the challenge for us?

Here’s the historical background to this image. At the time of Jesus,
within Judaism, there were a number of atonement (reconciliation)
ritual practices around lambs. Some lambs were slaughtered in the
temple as offering to God for our sins, and some others were em-
ployed as “scapegoat” lambs. The scapegoat lamb ritual worked this
way. A community would gather with the intention of participating in
a ritual to ease the tensions that existed among them because of their
weaknesses and sin. They would symbolically invest their tensions,
their sins, on to the lamb (which was to become their scapegoat)
with two symbols: a crown of thorns pushed into the lamb’s head

(making it feel their pain) and a purple
drape over the lamb’s back (symbolizing
its corporate responsibility to carry this
for them all). They would then chase the
lamb out of the temple and out of town, banishing it to die in the
wilderness. The idea was that by investing the lamb with their pain
and sin and banishing it forever from their community, their pain and
sin were also taken away, banished to die with this lamb.

It is easy to see how they could easily transfer this image to Jesus
after his death. Looking at the love that Jesus showed in his suffering
and death, the first generation of Christians made this identification.
Jesus is our scapegoat, our lamb. We laid our pain and sin on him and
drove him out of our community to die. Our sin left with him.

Except, except, they did not understand this as some magical act
where God forgave us because Jesus died. No. Their sins were not
taken away because Jesus somehow appeased his Father. They were
taken away because Jesus absorbed and transformed them, akin to
the way a water purifier takes the dirt, toxins, and poisons out of the
water by absorbing them.

A water purifier works this way. It takes in water contaminated
with dirt, impurities, and poisons, but it holds those toxins inside
itself and gives out only the purified water. So too with Jesus. He
took in hatred, held it inside, transformed it, and gave back only
love. He took in bitterness and gave back graciousness; curses
and gave back blessing; jealousy and gave back affirmation; mur-
der and gave back forgiveness. Indeed, he took in all the things
that are the source of tension within a community (our sins), held
them within and gave back only peace. Thus, he took away our
sins, not through divine magic, but by absorbing them, by eating
them, by being our scapegoat.

Moreover, what Jesus did, as Kierkegaard so wonderfully says,
is not something we should admire; it’s something we need to
imitate. N.T. Wright, in his recent book Broken Signposts, sums up
the challenge this way: “Whether we understand it or not — whether
we like it or not, which most of us don’t and won’t — what love has
to do is not only to face misunderstanding, hostility, suspicion, plot-
ting, and finally violence and murder, but somehow, through that
whole horrid business, to draw the fire of ultimate evil onto itself and
to exhaust its power.  … Because it is love that takes the worst that
evil can do and, absorbing it, defeats it.”

Whatever we don’t transform, we will transmit. There’s a profound
truth here regarding how we need to help take tension out of our
families, communities, churches, and societies.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-win-
ning author.. He can be contacted through his website
 www.ronrolheiser.com Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

(continued from page 3)
Christmas, but she was still coming in once a week to help us. She
was coming in until the virus, she was 98.”

Despite many challenges they continue to do their best to fill a gap
for the needy in the city. The St. Vincent de Paul Society is a last
resort for people who are not able to get assistance from the Food
Banks. People are encouraged to check their local food banks first,
but no one is ever turned away. “Over 90% of the food we get we
buy,” Ms. Daigle said. “Because we’re not part of registered food
banks in the city, we don’t receive money from the government.”

Asked about the greatest area of need, Ms. Daigle said it continues
to be donations. “We use the money that we get to buy our goods,”
she said. “The regular people are really good at donating to us, but
I’ve noticed that a lot of the people who used to donate are not com-
ing out because of the pandemic, they’re not going out.”

Donations can be dropped off either in the mail slot of the St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society, 146 Waterloo Street or at the Cathedral with a
notation directing it to the St. Vincent de Paul Society. This can be
either in the collection basket or in Cathedral mail slot.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Mission of service to the poor
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The face of the Father’s mercy in the heart of Saint John
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

“Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy…Whoever sees Jesus
sees the Father (cf. Jn 14:9). Jesus of Nazareth, by his words, his
actions, and his entire person reveals the mercy of God,” Pope Francis,
Misericordiae Vultus.

SAINT JOHN — It was a touching event on Divine Mercy Sun-
day, April 11 as faithful from around the Diocese of Saint John gath-
ered at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John to
celebrate a Holy Hour of Mercy. During this year of uncertainty where
so many continue to suffer, it was great consolation and sign of hope
to gather with so many faithful in person and via livestream to en-
counter the Lord’s mercy, in this day when it is so desperately needed.

Many members of the pandemic control committee were on hand
to ensure that everyone was able to gather in the safest possible way.
This often-hidden ministry has been present throughout all Easter
liturgies at the Cathedral, and truly does a devoted job of caring for
the worship space and all who enter.

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the diocese began by exposing
the Blessed Sacrament and blessing the image of Divine Mercy. The
image is based on Jesus’ appearance to St. Faustina in 1931. This

image as described in her diary shows Jesus raising his right hand in
blessing and pointing with his left hand on the Sacred Heart. The rays
emanating from his heart symbolize the blood of Jesus (red) which is
the life of souls, and the water (white) which justifies souls.

After proclaiming from the Gospel of Matthew, Bishop Riesbeck
gave a short reflection about central role of Divine Mercy. “When we
encounter and re-encounter Jesus, the “face of the Father’s mercy”,
we inevitably experience his love and mercy, which transforms us
and compels us to become the agents of God’s mercy,” he said. “The
mercy that has been shown us by the Father is not meant for us alone
but meant to be shared, so that everyone might come to experience
the joy of the Gospel.”

The bishop reminded everyone that, “it is important to acknowl-
edge our need for Christ’s mercy, embracing Jesus, turning to our
Lord and God in faith and repentance, not being afraid to confess our
sins and asking for forgiveness, especially in the sacrament of Rec-
onciliation, a graced encounter that brings healing, peace, and joy.”

Several priests were available to hear Confessions, including Fa-
thers Aaron Knox, Peter Stephen, and John Beaumaster, along with
Bishop Riesbeck.

Leading the congregation in worship, as well as the singing of the
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, was the Divine Mercy Catholic School choir.

Reminding everyone that  hearts of mercy can develop by perform-
ing works of mercy, both spiritual and corporal, Bishop Riesbeck
encouraged those assembled not to keep Christ’s gift of mercy to
him- or her-self. “What better way as Easter people, and especially in
these trying times, in the middle of a pandemic, to express our hope in
Jesus Christ and what he has come to offer us by taking up our
baptismal call to participate in his mission of salvation, sharing the joy
of the Gospel with all those we meet on our pilgrim journey,” he said.

Concluding the Holy Hour with Benediction, Bishop Riesbeck said
it was a consolation to gather with the faithful in worship and prayer
and thanked all who assisted and gathered to share in this moment of
prayer.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese
of Saint John leads a Holy Hour of Mercy on Sunday, April 11,
Divine Mercy Sunday at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception in Saint John. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

April 18, 2021   Third Sunday of Easter
First Reading: Acts 3.13-15, 17-19

You killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the
dead.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 4.1, 3, 6, 8 (R.6b)
R. Let the light of your face shine on us, O Lord.

Second Reading:   1 John 2.1-5
Jesus Christ is the Atoning sacrifice for our  sins,

and for the sins of the whole world.

Gospel: Luke 24.35-48
Thus it is written, that the Christ is to suffer

and to rise from the dead on the third day.

Sunday’s Liturgy
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Cardinal unveils major Vatican conference
on priesthood slated for 2022
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Increasing vocations to the priesthood, im-
proving the way laypeople and priests work together and ensuring
that service, not power, motivates the request for ordination are all
possible outcomes of a major symposium being planned by the Vati-
can in February 2022.

"A theological symposium does not claim to offer practical solu-
tions to all the pastoral and missionary problems of the church, but it
can help us deepen the foundation of the church's mission," said
Cardinal Marc Ouellet, prefect of the Congregation for Bishops and
the chief organizer of the symposium planned for February 17-19,
2022.

The symposium, Toward a Fundamental Theology of the Priest-
hood, seeks to encourage an understanding of ministerial priesthood
that is rooted in the priesthood of all believers conferred at baptism,
getting away from the idea of ordained ministry as belonging to "ec-
clesiastical power," the cardinal said at a news conference April 12.

The three-day gathering, the cardinal said, is aimed specifically at
bishops and delegations of theologians and vocations personnel from
every country, although it will be open to other theologians and people
interested in the topic.

The relationship between baptism and ordained ministry needs
greater emphasis today, Cardinal Ouellet said, but reviewing the foun-
dations of a theology of priesthood also "involves ecumenical ques-

tions not to be ignored, as well as the cultural movements that ques-
tion the place of women in the church."

The recent synods of bishops on the family, on young people and
on the church in the Amazon all show the urgency of questions sur-
rounding priesthood and relationships among people with different
vocations in the church, the cardinal said.

Michelina Tenace, a professor of theology at Rome's Pontifical
Gregorian University, is helping organize the symposium and told re-
porters that going back to baptism and the priesthood of all believers
"isn't just a fashion, it's the basis for all Christian life."

The clerical abuse scandal, she said, makes the questions of priestly
identity, vocational discernment and formation more urgent.

Father Vincent Siret, rector of the Pontifical French Seminary in
Rome, said a deeper reflection on priesthood — both the priesthood
of all the baptized and ministerial priesthood -- is essential for those
engaged in training men for the priesthood.

"The baptismal life is the fundamental human vocation, and all must
exercise the priesthood received at baptism. Ministry is at the service
of this," he said. "Reflecting on the fundamental theology of the priest-
hood will also make it possible to return to the justifications for priestly
celibacy and the way it is lived."

The Catholic Church requires most priests in its Latin rite to be
celibate. While Cardinal Ouellet, Father Siret and Tenace all mentioned
the importance of celibacy in the Latin rite, none of them mentioned
the traditions of the Eastern Catholic churches that continue to have
both married and celibate clergy. §

Former chaplain says Prince Philip was deeply interested in God
MANCHESTER, England — The former chaplain to Queen Eliza-

beth II remembers Prince Philip as a man so deeply interested in God
that he often would arrange conversations with Jewish and Muslim
scholars, then put himself into the role of the Christian theologian.

Gavin Ashenden, a former Anglican bishop who converted to the
Catholic faith in 2019, said Philip "exemplified the kind of humility
and self-giving that Christianity has at its heart."

"Baptized as a Greek Orthodox, he accepted the idiosyncrasies of
Anglicanism for the
woman he loved
and at whose side
he walked for eight
d e c a d e s , "
Ashenden said in a
written tribute to
the prince posted
on his personal
website.
  "He exemplified
patience, long-suf-
fering, humility and
kindness, when the
cost of all of these
virtues was de-
mandingly high."
  Mr. Ashenden,
who is awaiting
ordination as a

Catholic priest, told Catholic News Service by Zoom April 11 from
France that his father served beside Philip in the Royal Navy during
World War II.

Philip was a 1st lieutenant aboard HMS Wallace and his father was
a 2nd lieutenant, sharing the same bridge and wardrobe.

While serving as chaplain to the queen, Ashenden would some-
times speak of his father in conversations with the prince since he
had grown up "hearing stories" about their service. His father once
asked him to pass on a message to the prince.

"Philip was great," he said. "In his library the only thing he had
more books on than theology was bird watching.

"The way he expressed his faith was essentially, I think, in trying to
engage in diplomatic conversations between the major faiths."

"He didn't have much time for incompetence, so clergy who preached
to the queen would always get a private message (from the prince)
saying 'keep it short, they don't need to be converted by you,'" said
Mr. Ashenden.

Mr. Ashenden served as chaplain to the queen from 2008-2017 but
resigned from his post so he could publicly speak out against the
reading of a chapter from the Quran at an interfaith service at St.
Mary's Episcopal Cathedral, Glasgow, Scotland. The reading explic-
itly denied the divinity of Jesus.

Mr. Ashenden was received into the Catholic Church by Bishop
Mark Davies of Shrewsbury two years after his wife, Helen, became
a Catholic; he hopes to eventually serve as a priest of the diocese.

Philip, 99, died in Windsor Castle April 9, two months before he
was due to celebrate his 100th birthday. He will be buried following a
private funeral in Windsor April 17. §

Prince Philip (left) with Queen Elizabeth II.
(Wkipedia image)
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Saints accompany, intercede for Christians in prayer, pope says
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Correspondent

VATICAN CITY — Christians are never alone in prayer but instead
are accompanied by myriad saints who protect them and seek God's
intercession, Pope Francis said.

Whenever men or women open their hearts to God, they will al-
ways be in the "company of anonymous and recognized saints who
pray with us and who intercede for us as older brothers and sisters
who have preceded us on this same human adventure," the pope said
April 7 during his weekly general audience.

Continuing his series of talks on prayer, the pope reflected on the
connection between prayer and the communion of saints who are
"not far from us" and are a reminder of Jesus Christ because they
have also "walked the path of life" as Christians.

"In the church, there is no mourning that remains solitary, no tear
that is shed in oblivion, because everything breathes and participates
in a common grace," he said.

The tradition of having graveyards around churches is a sign of
that sharing, he said. It is "as if to say that every Eucharist is attended
in some way by those who have preceded us. There are our parents
and grandparents, our godfathers and godmothers, our catechists
and other educators," who have not only transmitted faith but also
"the way of praying."

The saints, he explained, are "witnesses that we do not adore —
that is understood, we do not worship these saints — but whom we
venerate and who in thousands of different ways bring us to Jesus
Christ, the only Lord and mediator between God and human beings."

Departing from his prepared remarks, the pope said the lives of
saints also serve as a reminder that "even in our lives, though weak
and marked by sin, holiness can blossom."

"In the Gospels, we read that the first 'canonized' saint was a thief
and he was 'canonized' not by a pope, but by Jesus himself," he said.
"Holiness is a path of life, of encounter with Jesus, whether long or
short, or in an instant, but always a witness" of God's love.

The pope also highlighted the need for Christians to pray for one
another, which is "the first way of loving" others.

In times of tension, he said, "one way to dissolve the conflict, to soften

it, is to pray for the person with whom I am in conflict. Something changes
with prayer; the first thing that changes is my heart, my attitude. The Lord
changes it to make an encounter possible, a new encounter, and prevents
the conflict from becoming a war without end."

Pope Francis said the first thing people must do in times of anguish is to
ask "our brothers and sisters, the saints above all, to pray for us" because
they will "give us hand to obtain from God the graces we need most."

Christians who "have not reached the breaking point" and perse-
vere in times of trial perhaps owe it to the intercession of the saints
who are not only in heaven, but also the holy men and women here on
earth, the pope added.

"They don't know it, neither do we, but there are saints, everyday
saints, hidden saints or as I like to say the 'saints next door,' those
who live in life with us, who work with us, and lead a life of holi-
ness," he said.§

'Profound evil' of abuse must be eradicated, Pope Francis tells symposium
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- As religious leaders, scholars, experts
and abuse survivors come together online to participate in a three-day
international symposium on faith, healing and prevention, Pope Francis
sent a message as part of a series of opening remarks for the event.

Pope Francis hopes that by bringing together people from "various
fields in order to share research, clinical and pastoral experiences and
best practices, the symposium will contribute to a greater awareness
of the gravity and the extent of child sexual abuse and promote more
effective cooperation at every level of society in eradicating this pro-
found evil," said the message, sent on behalf of the pope by Cardinal
Pietro Parolin, Vatican secretary of state.

The international and interreligious virtual Symposium on Faith and
Flourishing: Strategies for Preventing and Healing Child Sexual Abuse
was April 8-10. Hosted by Harvard University and its Human Flour-
ishing Program, the symposium was also being sponsored by numer-

ous organizations, including the Pontifical Commission for the Pro-
tection of Minors and The Catholic Project at The Catholic University
of America.

The pope's message was read by Michael Hoffman, a child sexual
abuse survivor from Chicago. Hoffman is active in his parish and
community, raising awareness about abuse and supporting best prac-
tices for child safety as well as promoting survivor-driven initiatives
nationwide.

Mr. Hoffman thanked the university "for hosting this landmark sym-
posium and for listening to the voices of abuse survivors" and said, "I
am honoured, deeply honoured to have the opportunity to read this
message of support from our Holy Father."

In the message, the pope expressed his "gratitude for the continu-
ing efforts being made to ensure the welfare of all of God's children
and to restore the dignity and hope to the survivors of abuse."

The pope sent his "prayerful good wishes," thanked all members of
the church, including U.S. Cardinal Sean P. O'Malley of Boston, "who

(continued on page 9)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis leads his general audience in
the library of the Apostolic Palace at the Vatican April 7, 2021.
The pope said Christians are never alone in prayer but instead
are accompanied by countless saints who have preceded them.
(CNS photo/Vatican Media)
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(continued from page 8)
are working so diligently to address the issue of child sexual abuse in
the church and the community at large," the message said.

The online event was chaired by Jennifer S. Wortham, a research
associate at Harvard University's Human Flourishing Program and
executive director of its initiative on Health, Religion and Spirituality.

She is seeking to establish April 8 as World Day for Child Sexual
Abuse Prevention, Healing and Justice, a proposal she will be launch-
ing at the United Nations in September.

"The feeling I got was that it was not really just up to the Catholic
Church to establish this day. If it was going to be a day for all survi-
vors of abuse then we needed to work together with other nations
and other faith leaders to establish it," she told Vatican News April 8.

April 8 is the birthday of one of her two brothers who were both
abused for years by their parish priest starting when they were around
10 years old.

"It was a very traumatic experience for my family," she told Vatican
News, "because we were devoutly Catholic" with her grandfather who
helped build the parish church and served as treasurer and her grand-
mother who sewed for the abusive priest and cooked him dinner.

Ms. Wortham and her mother left the church when they learned of
the abuse in the 1990s. Ms. Wortham later returned to parish life in
2015 and met Pope Francis at the end of a general audience in 2016 to
highlight the issue of abuse. "When I met with him, I did see that he
was deeply committed to solving this problem."§

Profound evil of abuse must be eradicated

Pope calls all Catholics to be missionaries of God's mercy
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

ROME — Like the disciples, who experienced Jesus' divine mercy
after the resurrection, all Christians are called to become missionaries,
sharing the Gospel of God's love and mercy with others, Pope Francis
said.

"Today Jesus tells us, too, 'Peace be with you! You are precious in
my eyes. Peace be with you! You are important for me. Peace be with
you! You have a mission. No one can take your place. You are irre-
placeable. And I believe in you,'" the pope said April 11.

Pope Francis celebrated the Mass for Divine Mercy Sunday at the
Rome Church of the Holy Spirit, just a block away from St. Peter's
Square. The church is the Rome Shrine of Divine Mercy, a devotion
begun by St. Faustina Kowalska and promoted by St. John Paul II.

Because of COVID-19 restrictions, fewer than 100 people were
present for the mass, wearing masks and seated only two people to a
pew, except if they were members of the same family.

At the end of the mass, Pope Francis thanked those invited: nurses
and doctors from the hospital next door, refugees, people with dis-
abilities, priests serving as "missionaries of mercy," inmates from sev-
eral correctional institutes and representatives of Italy's civil protec-
tion service. The pope told them they represent "realities where mercy
becomes concrete, draws close and serves those in difficulty."

After reciting the Regina Coeli prayer with those present, the pope
greeted each individual personally, shaking hands, blessing them and
even posing for a few selfies.

In his homily at the mass, Pope Francis focused on how, prior to
the resurrection, the disciples misunderstood so much of what Jesus
said and how they abandoned or even denied him at the hour of his
passion and death.

But when the disciples are hovering in fear in the closed room, he
noted, the Risen Lord appears to them and "raises them up with his
mercy."

"Having received that mercy, they become merciful in turn," the
pope said. "It's very difficult to be merciful if you have not been
shown mercy."

Saying, "Peace be with you," Jesus sets their troubled hearts at
ease and forgives their failings, he said, lifting them up and filling
them with the courage they need to be his witnesses.

"The disciples were guilty; they had run away, they had abandoned
the master," the pope said. "Sin brings torment; evil has its price. Our
sin, as the psalmist says, is always before us."

"Like those disciples, we need to let ourselves be forgiven," the
pope said. "Let us ask for the grace to accept that gift, to embrace the
sacrament of forgiveness. And to understand that confession is not
about ourselves and our sins, but about God and his mercy."

"We do not confess to abase ourselves, but to be raised up," he
said, and "we — all of us — need this badly."

Speaking to priests, Pope Francis said that anytime they hear some-
one's confession, they "ought to convey the sweetness of mercy ...
the sweetness of Jesus, who forgives everything. God forgives eve-
rything."

When Jesus showed the disciples the wounds of his crucifixion,
the pope said, he was not simply proving he had risen, but also made
it possible for them to see and touch "the fact that God has loved us
to the end. He has made our wounds his own and borne our weak-
nesses in his own body."

The day's first reading, from the Acts of the Apostles, recounted how
the early Christian community shared everything they had in common.
"This is not communism, but pure Christianity," the pope said.

The disciples "discovered that they shared the mission, the forgive-
ness and the body of Jesus, and so it seemed natural to share their
earthly possessions," he said. "Their fears had been dispelled by touch-
ing the Lord's wounds, and now they are unafraid to heal the wounds
of those in need, because there they see Jesus. Because Jesus is there
in the wounds of the needy."

Catholics today, he said, need to ask themselves if they show oth-
ers the mercy they have been shown by God and if they feed the
hungry like Jesus feeds them in the Eucharist.

"Let us not remain indifferent," Pope Francis said. "Let us not live a
one-way faith, a faith that receives but does not give, a faith that
accepts the gift but does not give it in return."§
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Matching Catholic values with investments
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The Global Catholic Climate Movement in
Canada has a plan to make Catholic money
stand up and speak for the environment,
against the climate crisis and in favour of rec-
onciliation with Canada’s Indigenous peoples.
GCCM Canada is inviting all of Canada’s bish-
ops, Catholic universities, fund managers, fi-
nancial planners and individual investors to a
series of online forums on the how-to of in-
vesting according to Vatican priorities outlined
last year by the Interdicasterial Working Group
of the Holy See on Integral Ecology.

“Now is the time to re-animate a discussion
about how our investments reflect our Catholic
values,” GCCM Canada co-ordinator Agnes Ri-
chard told The Catholic Register in an e-mail.

Ms. Richard particularly wants Catholic in-
vestors and institutions rethinking their invest-
ments before the United Nations climate
change conference scheduled for November
1-12 in Glasgow.

“Investment decisions from the Canadian
Catholic community will, we hope, influence
social and political policies here as Canada
prepares our commitments at the next UN

climate meetings this fall,” Ms. Richard said.
An initial session on setting investment priori-

ties April 21 will feature investment strategists
Dianne Saxe and Anthony Schein from the Share-
holder Association for Research and Education,
along with Jesuit Father Peter Bisson.

This groundwork session will be followed
on April 28 with a discussion of how share-
holders can influence the management and
boards of directors of companies they’re in-
vested in. World Bank Group consultant
Mamadou-Lamine Beye and SHARE’s Sarah
Couturier-Tanoh are slated to lead.

A session dedicated to “impact investing”
in Indigenous and ecologically-minded entre-
preneurs comes up May 5 with Mark Sevestre
of the National Aboriginal Trust Officers As-
sociation, Stephen Whipp from Leede Jones
Gable Inc. and Stephen Nairne of RAVEN
Indigenous Capital Partners.

The ins and outs of positive and negative
screens applied to investment portfolios wraps
up the series May 12 with SHIFT Action Net-
work’s Patrick DeRochie, Mountain Lion Agri-
culture’s Jason Dudek and Lorna Gold repre-
senting the UK group Faithinvest and the Global
Catholic Climate Movement internationally.

The webinar series is part of a larger “Catho-

Agnes Richard (Photo courtesy Agnes
RIchard)

lic Eco-Investment Accelerator” strategy
GCCM Canada has put together with back-
ing from the Catherine Donnelly Foundation,
a charitable foundation set up by the Sisters
of Service.

The whole thing was set off last year when
the Holy See’s working group issued Jour-
neying Towards Care of Our Common Home:
Five Years After Laudato Si’.

“It is imperative to promote a new vision
of the economy capable of taking into ac-
count ecological concerns,” the Journeying
Towards Care report said.§

Canadian bishops decry ‘perilous’ Bill C-7
By AGNIESZKA RUCK
The B.C. Catholic

OTTAWA — Canada’s Catholic bishops
have issued a forceful condemnation of the
country’s new assisted suicide law, saying
the possible pressures it will place on Canadi-
ans with mental illness or disabilities are “all
too real, perilous, and potentially destructive.”

In a statement Thursday, the Canadian Con-
ference Catholic Bishops [CCCB] denounced
the expansion of “medical assistance in dy-
ing” (MAiD) to those who aren’t near death.
They called on people of faith to pray and to
lobby elected officials about the issue.

The statement, signed by CCCB president
Archbishop Richard Gagnon, said, “Our po-
sition remains unequivocal. Euthanasia and
assisted suicide constitute the deliberate kill-
ing of human life in violation of God’s Com-
mandments; they erode our shared dignity by
failing to see, to accept, and to accompany
those suffering and dying. Furthermore, they
undermine the fundamental duty we have to
take care of the weakest and most vulnerable
members of society.”

Canada’s Senate approved Bill C-7 on March
17, days after it was passed by the House of

Commons. The new law expands access to
assisted suicide to those whose death is not
“reasonably foreseeable,” including the men-
tally ill, although that provision won’t be en-
shrined in law for two years to allow a re-
view to establish protocols and safeguards.
The new law also allows people to make ad-
vance requests for euthanasia if they fear losing
the ability to make that decision later in life.

In the statement, released “during this
Easter season as we celebrate the resurrec-
tion of Christ and the new life we have in
him,” the bishops affirmed their support for or-
ganizations that resist euthanasia, as well as for
family, friends, health care workers, and volun-
teers who care for the sick and dying.

The bishops said they are “categorically op-
posed” to allowing assisted suicide in Catho-
lic institutions and called for conscience rights
for health care workers who do not want to
participate in euthanasia.

In response to the new law, the bishops
called for rapid access to mental health care,
social support, and suicide prevention pro-
grams for people who have chronic or de-
generative diseases, live alone, or live in long-
term care facilities. “Palliative care, and not
euthanasia or assisted suicide, is the compas-

sionate and supportive response to suffering
and dying,” they said.

Disability rights groups and Indigenous lead-
ers in Canada have also spoken up against
expanding assisted suicide. In a letter in Feb-
ruary, 15 Indigenous leaders and health-care
workers stated, “Bill C-7 goes against many
of our cultural values, belief systems, and
sacred teachings.”

They said Indigenous people are “vulner-
able to discrimination and coercion in the
health-care system” and deserve protection
from “unsolicited counsel” regarding assisted
suicide. “The view that MAiD is a dignified
end for the terminally ill or those living with
disabilities should not be forced on our peo-
ples.”

Canada amended the criminal prohibition
against aiding or abetting a person to commit
suicide with Bill C-14 in 2016, creating an
exemption to the “offence of culpable homi-
cide” so medical practitioners could adminis-
ter a lethal injection to a dying person without
facing criminal charges.

In 2019, 5,631 assisted deaths were re-
ported in Canada, up from 4467 in 2018, al-
though euthanasia opponents believe the ac-
tual number is higher.§
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OBITUARIES

BOWES, BARBARA — March 25, 1931 – April 1, 2021 It is with great
sadness that the family announce the passing of Barbara J. Bowes which
occurred peacefully on April 1, 2021 at the Cambridge Manor (Brenda
Stafford Foundation), Calgary.

Born on March 25, 1931 in Halifax, N.S. she was the daughter of
Russel and Muriel Langille.

Barbara will be dearly missed by her husband of 65 years, Philip Bowes
and their son Timothy Philip (Marybeth nee Walsh) Calgary; Daughter
Leslie (Lambert) Best, Edmonton; brother James Langille (Marilyn), Hali-
fax; grandchildren Brendan, Michael, and Katharine of Calgary; Emery
and Samuel Best, Edmonton.

A private funeral mass was held at The Shrine Church of Our Ladies of
the Rockies, Canmore, Alberta. Barb was interred at the City of Canmore
Cemetery. Arrangements were under the care of Evan. J. Strong Funeral
Services. Photos, memories and condolences may be shared with Barbara’s
family through www.evanjstrong.com .

SAVOURY, ALLAN — It is with heavy hearts that the family of Allan
Savoury announces his peaceful passing on Saturday, March 27, 2021, at
the Saint John Regional Hospital.

Allan was born on Oct 17, 1958 in Belleoram, NL, the youngest child of
the late Cyril and Maggie (Poole) Savoury. He is survived by his loving
wife of 41 years, Regina (Lockyer) Savoury; Daughters Stephanie Sa-
voury (Keith Webb) and Melanie Savoury (Jeff Thompson); Grandchil-
dren Stewart, Hannah, Kaylee, Avery, Bailey and Porter and step grand-
son, Braydon; brother Joe Savoury (Mary); sisters Meta Savoury, Merina
Lawrence (Curtis), Emma Morgan (Rick), Carrie Lockyer (Cecil), and
Ann Meade.

Besides his parents, Allan was predeceased by granddaughter, Ella and
brothers, Conrad and Murdock.

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John. A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Stella Maris Church (Our
LAdy of Good Counsel Parish), Saint John. Interment will take place at a
later date and will be a private family graveside service.

ARTHURS, JUDITH ANN — It is with great sadness that we announce
the passing of Judith A. (Gallant) Arthurs, which occurred on Tuesday,
March 30, 2021, at the Saint John Regional Hospital. Born in Saint John on
January 16, 1954, she was a daughter of the late Joseph and Clara (Brace)
Gallant.

Judy is survived by her loving
husband of 52 years, Vernon; her
two sons, Vernon Jr (Patricia) and
Mike; sisters, Linda (Jerry) and
Rose; brothers, David (Brenda),

Randy (Tanya) and Leonard (Sandy); grandchildren, Mike, Cody, Ryan,
Nicola, Joshua, Julie, Zackary, Annabella; great-grandchildren, Audrea,
Jayden, Jackson, Joey; as well as several nieces and nephews.

In addition to her parents, Judy was predeceased by her sisters, Denise,
Holly, Gloria; brothers, Roger and Kenneth.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral
Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial will take place at Saints
Joachim & Ann Parish, Saint John at a later date.

CROTHERS, KAYNE JOSEPH — It is with broken hearts that the
family of Kayne Joseph Crothers announces his unexpected passing, which
occurred on Thursday April 1, 2021. Born in Saint John, NB on Septem-
ber 8, 1984, he was a son of Kim Blackett (Sylvan) and Wayne Crothers
(Sharon Fraser).

In addition to his parents, Kayne will be missed by his partner, Rachel
Connell; his beloved children: Damon, Dreyson, Preston, Ben and Kali; his
brothers: Deson, Wayne, Osaiah and Chris; grandfather Larry “Bunzie”
McIntyre; as well as several aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, relatives and
friends. He was predeceased by his maternal grandmother, Marlene Lo-
gan and paternal grandparents Murray and Louise Crothers.

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John. A Funeral Liturgy was celebrated from Brenan’s Funeral Home
Chapel. Interment took place at St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.

CALHOUN, JENNIFER — It is with broken hearts that the family of
Jennifer Sharon Calhoun announce her sudden passing on Friday, April 2,
2021 at the Saint John Regional Hospital. Jennifer was born on July 29,
1969 in Saint John, NB to Celine (Riley) and the late Eugene Calhoun.

She is survived by her mother Celine Calhoun, daughter Hannah Degrace,
brother Shane Calhoun, sisters; Jane Stephenson (Jim) and Tanya
McKinney (Walt), sister –law Shane Thompson, 8 nieces and nephews;
Lauren, Maggie and Ben Stephenson, Jessica Doran, Shane McKinney,
Colby Thompson and Ashley Calhoun, and great nephew Gus.

Jennifer is predeceased by her father Eugene Calhoun, maternal grand-
parents; Nora and Charles Riley, and paternal grandparents Walter and
Maggie Calhoun.

She rested at Castle Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian
Burial took place from Our Lady of Assumption Parish, Saint John.
Intermented follow in Holy Cross Cemetery, Saint John.

STREETER, RICHARD ‘DICK’ — It is with great sadness that the
family announce the passing of Richard “Dick” Streeter at age 85 at Bob-
by’s Hospice on Thursday, April 8, 2021. Dick was born September 1,
1935 in Saint John.

He is survived and will be missed by Nancy (nee Hogan), his wife of
over 50 years; his daughter, Lisa (Marc) Hussey; and son, Jay Streeter. He
will be greatly missed by his grandchildren, Alex Hussey (19) and Sarah
Jean Streeter (10). He will also be remembered by his son, Mark Grey-
Dreaper; and his children, Duncan Trevor (23) and Erica Siena (20) of
Victoria. He will also be missed by a very special niece, Jane Keddy.

Besides his parents, Dick was predeceased by his brother, Joe Streeter,
and his sister, Cynthia Keddy. He is survived by his sister, Anne Kingsley;
his brothers, Jim and David (Lynda) Streeter; as well as numerous neph-
ews and nieces.

Arrangements were under the care of Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint
John. A Mass of Christian Burial was held from Our Lady Of Perpetual
Help Church, Rothesay. §

RELIABLE, EFFICIENT,
COURTEOUS
MECHANICS

OPEN
MON - SAT

137 CITY RD.
PH: 635-8710
OR 642-7995

LEGERE’S
GARAGE LTD.



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900. April 16, 2021Page 12

Chaplain takes schools on a Bible adventure
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

STONY PLAIN, AB — School chaplain
Mike Landry has devoted much of the pan-
demic-challenged 2020-21 academic year
introducing his students and staff in north-
ern Alberta’s Evergreen Catholic School
Division to the, well, evergreen wisdom of
the Bible.

The resident of Stony Plain, who is also
a musician, writer and professional speaker,
said he was introduced to the Great Adven-
ture Bible Study program about 20 years
ago when its founder, American evangelist
and biblical scholar Jeff Cavins, taught the
learning system to Mr. Landry and his class-
mates pursuing an Advanced Certificate in
Youth Ministry from Life Teen Inc. in Ari-
zona.

Mr. Landry says Mr. Cavins’ work, along
with the book written by Scott Hahn enti-
tled A Father Who Keeps His Promises:
God’s Covenant Love in Scripture, gifted
him with a more holistic view of the Bible.

“They gave me a framework to under-
stand what I was reading and listening to
when I would go to mass on Sunday and
when I devoted time to my own private
Bible study,” said Mr. Landry, who with wife
Jennifer has five children. “In youth
groups, we would read a passage here or a
book there, but never the whole big pic-
ture.”

Successful completion of the Great Ad-
venture Bible timeline is reading and medi-
tating upon 14 books. Genesis, Exodus,
Joshua, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2
Kings, Luke and Acts are among the fea-
tured books. The connective tissue that Mr.
Cavins scholarly forged between these 14
narratives spread over 12 time periods is
illuminating God’s “family plan” going from
Adam and Eve to King David up to Jesus
and the Church.

Sparked by coming across a different
book authored by Mr. Cavins last summer,
Mr. Landry took the scriptural knowledge
he learned and pass it along to the Ever-
green Catholic Schools’ community, which
consists of five schools in Spruce Grove,
two in Hinton and one apiece in Devon,
Stony Plain and Westlock.

The timing was right to complete an ac-
tivity of this nature as Mr. Landry knew
entering the school year that his visits to
classrooms and large school activities or
assemblies would be essentially off the ta-

ble.
Mr. Landry posted an introductory video

to the study on October 5 and has pro-
ceeded to release video commentaries and
written excerpts for the chapters assigned
for that week. He is slated to wrap up this
experience with a concluding video on April
30 to summarize Acts 16-28. All the mate-
rials for the study are posted on his website
Mike is Third (mikethethird.com). The
tagline for his website is God First, Others
Second, I am Third.

Students have expressed gratitude for the
study, but Landry has received more feed-
back to how his colleagues have received
his initiative, and he says greater spiritual
knowledge has been attained.

“There’s a lot of people who don’t see
the connection between Moses and the
Passover meal with the Eucharist, and it’s
one of the things I’ve assumed,” he said.
“Having worked around the Church for
about 24 years, connecting the Passover
with the Eucharist is always how I’ve seen
things. Moses had the Israelites take a lamb,
kill the lamb, spread its blood on the door
posts and then eat the lamb to join them-
selves to what is sacrificed to God.

“If the apostles had grown to understand
Jesus as the Lamb of God, they take the
lamb, kill the lamb and eat the lamb, you
are freed. The light really went off for one
of the teachers extraordinarily well.”

Mr. Landry recalls that prominent Catholic
figures such as Bishop Robert Barron and
Edmonton Archbishop Richard Smith ad-

Mike Landry (Photo courtesy Mike Landry)

vocated for followers of Christ to become
comfortable with being still and quiet to give
room for God to speak to you and direct
you.

“But in many ways, we’ve done the op-
posite,” said Mr. Landry. “We’ve seen po-
litical difference in our province, our coun-
try and beyond our country. We have kind
of sat behind a bunker and lob hand gre-
nades at each other.

“Taking a step back and reading Scrip-
ture can orient our hearts and put our minds
to listening to God’s voice.”

While Mr. Landry will be done posting
digital content for this Bible study at the
end of the month, anyone Catholic, young
and old, can visit his website and complete
the timeline for themselves.§

“What earlier generations held as sacred
remains sacred and great for us too”

Benedict XVI

SAINT JOHN — On January 12, 2021,
the Most Reverend Christian Riesbeck, CC,
appointed the Reverend Dr. Michael
McGowan as spiritual advisor to the Latin
Mass Community of the Diocese of Saint
John, effective immediately.

Rev. Dr. McGowan will provide mass,
the other sacraments, and pastoral minis-
try to the faithful of the diocese who wish
to worship in the Extraordinary Form.

In his Apostolic Letter given Motu Prop-
rio, Summorum Pontificum of July 7, 2007,
Pope Benedict XVI, permitted  priests of
the Latin Church to celebrate mass accord-
ing to the Missal promulgated by Pope St.
John XXIII in 1962, known as the

Latin Mass to be held regularly in diocese
Tridentine Mass or Traditonal Mass (TLM),
which was never abrogated by the Second
Vatican Council.

The celebration of Holy Mass in the Ex-
traordinary Form is permitted for a stable
group of the faithful who spontaneously re-
quest it, with respect for the requirements
of the law.

Bishop Riesbeck was approached by this
stable group of the faithful, residing in the Dio-
cese of Saint John, and has now acceded to
their request for more regular pastoral care.

Beginning on Sunday, April 18, 2021,
Mass in the Extraordinary Form, will be
offered every Sunday at Our Lady of
Fatima Church in Fredericton at 12:30 pm.
Those interested in attending this mass on
a regular basis are invited to register by con-
tacting the parish by email:
olfatima1962@gmail.com. §


